
WARRANT ARTICLE 30

CONCERNED TAXPAYERS OF BOW



 Proposed New Public Safety Building

 Article 3 – $5,030,000 to construct new public 
safety building

 Article 4 - $35,000 to develop the design for the 
new public safety building which is to range in 
size from 20,000 to 25,000 SF  

 Bond interest - $2.38 million over 20 years

Articles 3 and 4



 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum 
of $550,000 to implement recommendations provided to 
the town to bring the fire and community building into 
conformity with correction of electrical deficiencies, asbestos 
removal and other fire safety corrections as set forth in the 
reports by Enviro Vantage, Cummings Associates, and 
Yeaton Associates, Inc. notwithstanding the decision of the 
building inspector on February 25, 2014, to require 
earthquake and other catastrophic standards to be imposed 
to an existing building. Source of funds shall be 1) the 
withdrawal of $350,000 from otherwise unappropriated 
funds, 2) the withdrawal of $100,000 from the Municipal 
Buildings and Grounds Capital Reserve Funds and the 
remainder raised by taxes. (Majority vote required).

An Economical Alternative –
Article 30



$550,000

To fix the 
issues raised 
by the State 
Fire Marshal 

Electrical

Life and Safety Upgrades 

Asbestos

Purpose of Article 30



 Board of Selectmen Approved Minutes 
(October 22, 2013)

 Bring existing fire station/community building 
into compliance with electrical code

 Estimate between $175,000 to $225,000 in 
the Yeaton Associates Report

Electrical Repairs



 October 22, 2013 Minutes 

Electrical Repairs

V. Old Business (continued)

Fire Station/Community Building Update

Town Manager Stack stated that the Town did receive the electrical engineer report for the whole 

building and the cost estimate to bring the building into compliance with electric codes ranges 

from $175,000 to $225,000. Renovation work will be start tomorrow on the Coffin building. The 

Emergency Management Director has been working on relocating his office and the Emergency 

Operations Center to the Municipal Building. Town Manager Stack stated that he will be meeting 

with Fire Safety Engineer Bob Cummings to determine the work that will need to be done in 

order to comply with life safety codes now that the residential quarters are being moved out of 

the building. They will also be exploring what would need to be done if a new Safety Building is 

constructed and the Fire Department moves out of the existing building in order to allow its 

continued use as a community building. If the Town wants to continue the use of the building, it 

will need to be brought into full compliance with Life Safety Codes by September 15, 2016.



 Cummings Associates (March 11, 2014)

 Address the fire and life safety upgrades for the 
existing fire station/ community center, and fix 
the range hood in community center

 Estimate for $177,500

 Includes quote for $85,000 for range hood and fire 
suppression

 Kittredge Equipment Company quote on May 13, 
2013 states range hood and fire suppression could be 
as low as $25,058

Fire and Life Safety Upgrades



Kittredge Equipment Company



 EnviroVantage 
(January 15, 2015) 

 Estimate was 
$4,500 to survey
and $59,500 to 
remove the 
asbestos

Asbestos



 Asbestos Survey $4,500

 Asbestos Removal $59,500

 Electrical $225,000

 Fire/Life Safety $177,500

 Contingency $83,500

 TOTAL $550,000

Town Estimates –
Maximum to Fix



 March 9, 2015 – Preliminary Budget

 $554,000

 Electrical, sprinkler system, asbestos removal, 
work at generator area, basement area work, 
community area, fire truck back bay, fire 
office/kitchen area (includes fixing stove) 
and  second floor 

Aho Construction - Estimate







 The source of funding for the $550,000 is:

 $350,000 from unassigned fund balance 

 The “cushion” of excess unspent funds maintained by 
the town

 $100,000 from Municipal Buildings and 
Grounds Capital Reserve Fund

 The rest, if needed, raised by taxes 

Funding for Article 30



 The NH DRA recommends 5% minimum

 The NH Government Finance Officers 
Association recommends 8%

 Budget Director Robert Blanchette favors 
$2,500,000 or 7%

Unassigned Fund Balance



Unassigned Fund Balance Per 
Robert Blanchette



 Purpose of fund is maintenance and repairs of 
municipal buildings and grounds

 $228,000 in fund

 Article 15, 2006 Town Meeting

Municipal Buildings and Grounds 
Capital Reserve Fund



Municipal Buildings and Grounds 
Capital Reserve Fund



 Over $100,00 in renovations just completed

 Potential construction of sally port/garage

 Estimate from Cobb Hill Construction (2004)

 One sally port added to side of building for 
estimated cost of $200,000 to $220,000

Police Station



Pembroke Safety Center



Canterbury Holding Cell



Cobb Hill Construction 



 From 2008 until 2013, Bow’s total tax rate 
has increased by 33.9% from $22.53 to 
$30.19

 Bow’s full value tax rate in 2013 ranked 206 
out of 227 municipalities (top 10%)

 In 2014 we saw a slight reduction in the tax 
rate to $29.14 (due to increased assessments)

Rising Tax Rates – Last 7 Years



 Bow’s taxpayers were promised that we would 
be paying lower taxes after the school bond 
was paid

 If the public safety building article is passed, 
we will continue paying some of the highest 
taxes in the State

Taxes to Remain High



 New Community Center 

 Article 5 - $25,000 to hire firms to determine the 
cost to renovate existing building or construct a 
new community center 

 2013 Capital Improvement Plan - $4 million

More Spending on the Way



 Elementary and Middle School Repairs and 
Updates

 Estimated cost is $2.4 million to $4.5 million

More Spending on the Way



What We Are Asking ….
The Economical Choice

The community center will be returned to normal 
operation with a working kitchen and no asbestos!!!


